PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes of the meeting of Leintwardine Group Parish Council held at Leintwardine Community Centre, Thursday 8 January 2026 commencing at 7.30 pm.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Will Llewellyn (Chair), Nigel Offer, Karen Naylor, Peter Naylor, Barbara Watkins, and Brian Watkins.
ALSO PRESENT: 0 members of the public
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council unable to attend due to weather conditions.
	No
	Item
	Description
	Action

	25.88
	APOLOGIES: 
	Cllrs Don Archer, Sam Archer, Helen Lawrence, Willem Vlok and Maureen Williams. The Clerk, Matt Heeley (Lengthsman), and Ward Councillor Carole Gandy
	

	25.89
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
	None
	

	25.90
	OPEN SESSION:
	
	

	
	90.1
	No members of the public were present.
	

	
	90.2
	Representations from West Mercia Police – they were not in attendance, and no report has been received.
	

	
	90.3
	Report Ward Councillor Carole Gandy – 
Her report was forwarded before the meeting and is available on the website. 
	

	25.91
	MINUTES:
	
	

	
	91.1
	Council RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 6 December 2025, and they will be signed as a true record at the February meeting.
	Clerk

	25.92
	LENGTHSMAN, PROW AND TREE WARDEN
	
	

	
	92.1
	The councillors agreed to ask the lengthsman to repair the stile that is above Jonathan Hopkinsons place – it has lost its tread. It was noted that the gulley sucker had broken down on its last visit, clerk to investigate re-booking this, as it had been prepaid.

	Clerk

	
	92.2
	PROW report/update – as 92.1
	

	
	92.3
	Tree Warden Report/update – clerk to obtain a list of trees with a TPO and circulate this to Coouncillors.

	Clerk

	
	92.4
	Play Area update – Three quotes have been received, and a fourth quotation is being prepared, following this morning’s visit. It is important to ensure that the structures have been ‘hot dip galvanised metalwork’ that is then painted to ensure longevity. Works will be phased – phase 1 suitable for children up to 13 years and phase 2 children from 13+.
The HCC deadline to register an interest in transferring the Criftins play area to the parish council is 31 January 2026. It was noted that the legal paperwork will take a while after the agreement has been made to transfer the play area. The short-term objective is to understand the amount that may be available from HCC and investigate further funding streams.

	

	25.93
	FINANCE & POLICY:
	
	

	
	93.1

	Outstanding Accounts- 
The Councillors approved the following payments:
Clerks Wages £ 726.84, HMRC £ 255.32
LVHCC Hall hire and first Saturday £ 32.00.
HCC – cemetery litter bin £139.75
It was noted that after approval from Councillors MJH Contracting (Lengthsman) had been paid    £ 75.00
Bank balances before the above payments are current Account £18,321.22 and Savings Account £ 28,479.78. The bank reconciliation and invoices will be signed at the next meeting as a true record.
	Clerk


	
	93.2
	The councillors discussed the precept calculation.
The calculation has been published in the winter edition of Leintwardine Life, and the clerk had received no comments. The Councillors agreed the precept of £45,357. Clerk to inform HCC.
	Clerk

	25.94
	PLANNING

	Council considered the following planning consultations received from Herefordshire Council,
	

	
	94.1
	Application – 253257
Address – 27 Watling Street, Leintwardine
Proposal – Amendments to planning permission 241853 to include a single storey extension, 2 new windows and 4 rooflights. New garden office.
The councillors discussed this application and agreed to approve the application subject to Cllr Offers’ comments.
	

	
	94.2
	The Downton Estate Woodland Management Plan – The councillors noted that the management plan has been well prepared and is grateful that they had been sent a copy to review. The Parish Council welcomed the degree of detail. The clerk is to enquire what happens to the area of ground opposite the Lime kilns, after it has been clear felled. Will any dead roots left in the ground adversely affect the stability of the roads as they rot?
	Clerk

	25.95
	WORKING GROUPS
UPDATES:
	
	

	
	95.1
	Village Community Resilience Plan –

The councillors resolved unanimously that the draft of the Resilience plan should be endorsed by this council and thanked Jonathan Hopkinson and the members of the working group for their effort and attention so far.
They Councillors also agreed that an open call be made to seek to recruit two additional first responders via, website, Facebook, village notice boards etc.
	Clerk/Jonathan Hopkins

	
	95.2
	Planning, Environmental, Flooding and Highways – 
It was noted:

That a dog had recently been killed by a speeding motorist on Dark Lane.
The police would be gathering speeding data at the top end of the High Street. The data will be made available to the parish council and then combined with the SID data which will be included in an article to be published in Leintwardine Life.

Marlow road will be resurfaced and a map of the part to be resurfaced to be uploaded onto the website and Facebook.

The pothole by the sewage works needs attention and the one just outside the Leintwardine Manor boundary.

Clerk is to find a source of 30 mph bin stickers.
	Cllr Llewellyn

Clerk

	
	95.3
	LVHCC Working Group update – 

Cllr Barbara Watkins noted disappointingly that there had been no progress regarding PCB Law solicitors and the land registration of the Reading Room. The councillors agreed that a letter should be drafted to the relevant partner overseeing the case advising them of the parish councils’ dissatisfaction with the progress. A breakdown of the time spent on the case should also be requested, to understand where the dees have been spent.
A Grant for the Piglet Production has been received, and the councillors agreed a grant of £125 towards the production and requested that the donation be acknowledged on posters etc. 

	Clerk
Clerk

	
	95.4
	Cemetery Working Group Update: - No update
	

	25.96
	NEXT MEETING
	Council noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 5 February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Leintwardine Community Centre.
	

	25.97
	AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING-
	Items need to be with the clerk by 25 January 2026
	

	
	CLOSE
	The meeting closed at 9.30pm

	


	Signed by the Chairman:                   


	Date:


